JOHN E SMITH’

My dear Pal,

Congratulations on reaching the grand old age of 65. They say that wisdom comes with
age, but I can testify that you have always been, not just a bottomless pit of knowledge,
but have also had the wisdom to practically apply that knowledge. What does come
with age is experience and your experience of artist/performer issues is second to none.
Your high level of contributions to debates at the FIM Executive Committee meetings
and at FIM Congresses have been an essential part of our decision-making process, and
I know that representatives of musicians’ unions from around the world value your
advice, your guidance and contributions immensely.

Add to the above the role that you have played within SCAPR and AEPO-ARTIS
helping to efficiently administer and enhance the important royalties that performers
get from their IP rights and the positive influence you have had and still have is clear
to all.

It has been an absolute pleasure working with you over the years and I look forward
to working with you for many years to come. Once more congratulations on reaching
this milestone in life and best wishes for a long, happy and fulfilling future.

John E. Smith
FIM President

* A FIM (International Federation of Musicians) elnoke.
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