BENOIT MACHUEL’

As my friend and esteemed colleague Pal Tomori prepares to celebrate his sixty-fifth
birthday, I wish to take this opportunity to pay tribute to him.

Our journey together spans more than two decades, marked by enriching
collaborations in the field of performers’ intellectual property rights. I remember one
of our first meetings in Hong Kong in 2004, at an international conference co-organised
by FIM. His mastery of the subject and his commitment to artists deeply impressed me
at the time.

Over the years, we have shared many moments of reflection and working sessions,
during which Pal always distinguished himself through the relevance and precision
of his contributions. He knows how to handle complex legal concepts with ease while
making them intelligible to non-specialists, a precious talent that he skillfully uses to
serve the artists’ cause.

Pal’s experience is a considerable asset for FIM and its members. His participation in
our congresses, conferences, and specialised working groups on intellectual property
issues enhances our debates and helps strengthen our positions. More generally, Pal’s
skills, commitment, and support for the cause of performers have earned him the
respect of his peers at the international level.

My dear Pal, looking back on the years gone by, I measure the path we have travelled
together and how fortunate I have been to know you and work with you. Your expertise
and wisdom have enriched FIM but also my personal life. I wish you a very happy
birthday and hope we will continue our collaboration in the years to come in service
of a cause dear to us both.

Benoit Machuel
FIM General Secretary

* A FIM (International Federation of Musicians) fGtitkara.
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